Animal Photography

A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words
Photography is a powerful tool. One good photo has the power to:
 Get attention
 Drive traffic to our shelter
 Increase the odds that pet will find a home
Shelter dogs and cats need something to help
"sell" them to their potential owners. If someone
is scrolling through photos of adoptable animals,
which pet are they more likely to click on? The
one who’s face they can’t really see because the
photo is really dark, it’s pretty blurry, and the
animal is so far away it’s hard to tell whether it’s
actually an animal or just a pile of sweaters – or –
the one who’s face is easy to see because the
photo is bright, clear and shows the personality
and character of that pet. That's the power of a
photograph – to get someone to look twice, to fall
in love, to change an animal's life.
The photos you take of our shelter pets will make
a difference in that animal’s life.

Photography Tips
1.

Choose the Best Lighting

Reflected natural light is best because it
preserves the true color and texture of the
pet’s fur. Dogs should be photographed
outdoors in the shade if it’s bright and sunny.
Cats will need to stay inside unless you have
an appropriate enclosed area.
Avoid using the flash at all cost! Flashing
lights are very unpleasant to anyone, and you
can’t explain to an animal that they have to
keep their eyes open for the picture. If the
animal does keep their eyes open,
sometimes you get “laser eyes” as a result of
the reflection from the retina. The flash also
tends to bring out very harsh tones, and is
usually not nearly as aesthetically pleasing
as a photo shot in natural light.

Photography Tips
3. Fill the Frame with the Animal
Aim to show as much of the pet (and as
little of the background) as possible by
filling the frame with the pet’s body.
Although you probably have a lovely
home, remember: we’re adopting out
animals, not backgrounds. Make each
pet as easy and clear to see by
showing as much of the animal as you
can.
Cluttered, busy backgrounds detract
from the pet. Remove any items that
will take the focus away from the
pet. Tidy up by closing closet doors,
picking up stray items, shoes, etc., i.e.
pretend you have company coming
over. When all else fails, crop out the
background.

Photography Tips
5.

Use Focus to Highlight the Pet

The pet’s eyes are the most
important thing to have in focus.
As long as the eyes are in focus, it’s
okay if the nose or other parts of the
face and/or body are not.

6.

Shoot From the Pet’s Level

Getting down to the pet’s eye level is
respectful, friendly and makes eye
contact easier. Kneel on the ground
or position the pet on a chair or the
couch – but never photograph the pet
from above.

Photography Tips
7.

Capture the Pet’s Attention

Direct eye contact makes pet photos
irresistible – it’s proven that people
connect with a pet when they see their
eyes. A distracted pet can seem
unfriendly or antisocial. Fearful or sad
eyes
can
perpetuate
negative
perceptions of shelter pets. Pets
should always look happy, healthy
and friendly. The energy and spirit
you capture in your photo can
motivate the viewer to want to meet or
even adopt the pet, so do what you
have to do to get the animal’s
attention, no matter how silly you may
look or feel.

For dogs: Make some noise either verbally,
or with a toy or treat. Squeaky toys and
duck callers work well.

For cats: Try anything and everything, feather
wand toys work wonders!

Photography Tips
8.

Avoid Showing Restraint

Helping hands and leashes are good for keeping a
pet still, but they appear distracting in photos. Since
the pet is in your home, you have many opportunities
to capture the animal naturally without the assistance
of another person trying to position the animal. But if
you must:
 For dogs: Have a helper stand to the side and
draw the leash up between the dog’s ears, where
it can be easily removed during editing. In the
absence of photo imaging software, use a leash
that is a similar color to the background and
position it so it is as non-distracting as possible.
 For cats: You don’t position a cat, you position
yourself around the cat. The more you fuss with
a cat, the less likely you will be to get a “happy
cat” photo. Avoid getting human hands and other
body parts in the shot.

Photography Tips
9.

Have Patience

Sometimes pets need a little time to get used to the camera. Have patience and
do the best you can. The more time you spend on the photo, the less time
they will spend in the shelter!
 Let the animal show you its personality and try to capture it
 Pets should have a clean and healthy appearance
 Remove eye & nose discharge
 Brush the pet’s fur if necessary

Photography Tips
10.

Have fun!

Don’t forget to smile and have fun with it.
Pets can sense your energy, so keep
calm and don’t lose your cool. Pet
photography can be challenging, to say
the least:
 They don’t hold still, they don’t look at
you when you want them to, they’re
distracted by everything, they ignore
you completely, they love you too
much and won’t stay out of your lap, or
a hundred other things that can make
getting that perfect shot seem next to
impossible.
Don’t lose your sense of humor in the
situation. You will have plenty of other
opportunities and you will get the shot…
eventually!

Photo Requirements
1. Photos must be taken in landscape format with 4x6 dimensions
 Landscape format = hold your camera/phone horizontally
 This is the only size and format Chameleon can utilize
 If the photo is not horizontal with 4 x 6 dimensions, Chameleon will
force it into these dimensions causing the photo to become distorted.
Then all the hard work you put in to capture that beautiful photo was
all for nothing!

How to Email Photos to Chameleon
1. Create an email with the animal ID # in the subject line (Ex: A0123456)
 Do not put any text in the body of the email
 The animal ID # must match the record exactly or it will not be
recognized by the database and it the email will be discarded
2. Attach the photo(s) of that animal to the email
 You can send more than one photo of the same animal in the email,
but the total size has to be less than 10mb
 The last photo attached to the email will be the photo displayed on
the animal’s profile
3. Send the email to photos@peggyadams.org
4. The photo(s) will automatically insert into the Chameleon database
5. Repeat for each animal you have photographed

Resources
Setting Up Your Camera
http://onepicturesaves.com/how-to-set-up-your-camera/
Safety, Location & Lighting
http://onepicturesaves.com/safety-location-lighting/
How to Photograph Dogs
http://onepicturesaves.com/how-to-photograph-dogs/
How to Photograph Cats
http://onepicturesaves.com/how-to-photograph-cats/
Editing Photos
http://onepicturesaves.com/post-production-photosho/

